THERE’S MUCH
MORE TO POLIO

THAN WHAT YOU SEE

Polio is a highly infectious
disease caused by a virus
that can live in the human gut.
It mainly affects children
under five years of age.1,2

Polio virus enters the
body through mouth.
It is spread through
water contaminated
with infected faeces.

Polio can cause
temporary or permanent
paralysis of the limbs and,
in the most severe cases,
can lead to death.
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One single case of
paralytic polio could
mean that the virus is
circulating within the
community.

to

of paralysed patients die
when their breathing muscles
become immobilised.1

The global incidence of polio cases has decreased
by more than 99% since 1988.1
Today, wild poliovirus is still circulating in only two countries Afghanistan and Pakistan.3
Until transmission is interrupted in these two countries,
all countries remain at risk of polio.
The world will be declared polio free three years
after the last case of wild poliovirus.

1. https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/poliomyelitis
2. http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/polio/basics/symptoms/con-20030957
3. https://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/polio-endemic-countries/

UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENT
CAUSES OF POLIO PARALYSIS
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There are three types of wild polioviruses:
type 1, type 2, and type 3.

2

Type

3

NOT YET
ERADICATED

Protection against one type of WPV does not
confer immunity to the other two.
Only type 1 WPV remains in circulation today in
two countries - Afghanistan and Pakistan.
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Wild Polio Virus can cause paralysis.

Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus, or cVDPV is a rare
formof poliovirus.
cVDPV is a circulating virus mutated from the weakened
virus contained in oral polio vaccine (OPV).
In communities with low immunisation coverage with the oral
polio vaccine and poor sanitation, the weakened poliovirus in
the vaccine when excreted through stool/faeces can start
circulating within the community and accumulate mutations
leading to a neurovirulent strain that can cause paralysis.
The virus spreads from one unvaccinated child to another
in 12-18 months.

The weakened virus present in OPV rapidly mutates and
causes paralysis.
It happens in people recently vaccinated with OPV or their
direct contacts.
Children with immunodeficiency or compromised immunity are
at increased risk of VAPP.
VAPP is a very rare adverse event associated with OPV. Only 3-4
children in every million vaccinations with OPV experience VAPP.

1. https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-prevention/the-virus/
2. https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-prevention/the-virus/vaccine-derived-polio-viruses/
3. https://www.who.int/immunization/diseases/poliomyelitis/endgame_objective2/oral_polio_vaccine/VAPPandcVDPVFactSheet-Feb2015.pdf

PROTECTION AGAINST POLIO
IS AT THE HEART OF SANOFI

Our commitment to protect
every child against polio,
is reflected in our vision of
providing the most effective
and appropriate vaccines
to the world.

We have provided
the world more than
billion Oral Polio
Vaccine (OPV)
doses
and
billion Inactivated
Polio Vaccine (IPV)
doses.
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We are also proud to partner
with the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative (GPEI)
since 1988.

We started the
fight against polio

>40

years
ago.

We have the
largest polio vaccines
production capacity and
we are the largest IPV
manufacturer in
the world.

Working with Gavi and UNICEF,
we have made polio vaccines
accessible to children in
of the
poorest
countries.
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#Wecandomore
We are currently developing an IPV-containing hexavalent vaccine
for low and middle income countries.

TWO TYPES OF POLIO VACCINES

OPV is a weakened live polio vaccine given by mouth as drops.
It has been used across the world since it was licensed in 1963.

A modified version of OPV,
novel oral polio vaccine type 2
(nOPV2) has been deployed in
some countries on an
emergency use basis in 2021.

nOPV2 (more stable
genetically) has been
developped with
the aim of stopping
cVDPV2 outbreaks.

IPV contains poliovirus that has been killed and can not attack the
central nervous system.1
It was first licensed in the 1950s.

IPV can stop polio disease
by protecting individually
against paralysis.2

Polio can not be cured
completely but can be
prevented through
vaccination.3

IPV is also available as
combination shots that
help prevent up to
diseases
in one
injection.
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Vaccines have allowed

+18

million
people
who would otherwise be
unabled to walk.3

1. https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/polio.html
2. Vidor E. Poliovirus vaccine-inactivated. In Plotkin SA, Orenstein WA, Offit P, Edwards K (eds), Vaccines 7th edition, Philadelphia, PA, 2018
3. https://www.who.int/health-topics/poliomyelitis#tab=tab_3
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IPV has to be given as an injection by a trained healthcare worker.

